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A NOTE ON DON GIOVANNI 


This story of Don Giovanni recounts adventures promoted by Don 
Giovanni's relations with three of the many women he had known, 
‘Don Giovanni himself is really that spirit in everyman who feels 
himself devastating to women. Bach of the women in these episodes 
represents a type. Donna Anna is the unattainable woman completely 
wrapped up in her family, which is represented by her father, 
whose daughter must remain pure at any cost, Donna: Elvira is the 
woman loved and spurned who will not give up. Zerlina is the 
freshness of sunshine and flowers, who can be tempted by the promise 
‘of a "Castle in Spain", Each woman has her own special reason for 
wishing to pay for his attentions to her with punishment ranging 
from a beating to death. This latter ending is accomplished by the 
Statue of Donna Anna's father which, having accepted an invitation 
to dinner by Don Giovanni, tries to persuade Don Giovanni to repent, 
and, when the Don refuses, the Stone Guest consigns him to Hell. 

| Leonard Treash 


han 
THE STORY 


The present reproduction of this legend is set in the latter part 
of the 18th Century and is inspired by paintings of Goya, 


Act I, Scene I ~ The Park of the Castle of Don Pedro, underneath 

the balcony of Donna Anna's bedroon. Midnight. oie 

Donna Anna is the supreme test of Don Giovanni's seductive ability. 
He climbs to her balcony and leaves his servant, Leporello, on guard 
below. Donna Anna's screams indicate that Giovanni has been un- 
successful. While Anna tries to identify her assailant, her father 
appears, challenges him, and is killed. Don Ottavio, Donna Anna's 
fiance, has been summoned but arrives too late. Anna makes him vow 
to avenge the death of her father. 


ACT I, Scene II - A square in Seville. Early morning. 

A distraught lady comes to town and settles at the local Inn. 
Apparently she is searching for a lover who abandoned her. When 

she comes face to face with Don Giovanni he sees that she is Donna 
Elvira, whom he promised to marry in Burgos. As she assails him, 

he runs away leaving Leporello to tell her that she is not the first 
nor will she be the last. No sooner has she stomped angrily into 

the Inn than a group of gaily dressed peasants dance into the square 
celebrating the betrothal of Zerlina and Masetto. The Don is 
attracted by Zerlina and invites all of them to his castle. He 
detains Zerlina and tries to make love to her, but only when he shows 
her his castle in the distance and finally promises her marriage 

does she agree to give up Masetto and gO with him. At this moment 
Elvira appears and takes Zerlina away from him. She returns in a 
moment to find Donna Anna and Ottavio trying to solicit Giovanni's 
help in finding the slayer of her father. She warns them not to 
trust him. As he leaves, Donna Anna recognizes him as the murderer 
of her father and, again, asks Ottavio to vow vengence. He is unsure, 
but, finally decides he has no choice but to believe his beloved Anna. 


ACT I, Scene JII - The Garden of Giovanni's castle. Early in the 
evening. 


Zerlina succeeds in making up with Masetto. Both the young couples 
and a mysterious trio in masks are welcomed to the party. 


ACT I, Scene IV - The Banquet Room. 

The peasants enjoy Don Giovanni's hospitality as Masetto and Zerlina 
arrive. Giovanni immediately appropriates Zerlina, to the great 
disgust of Masetto. The three masked guests arrive and are toasted 
by Giovanni, A dance is begun which develops into a threefold one 
with three different rhythms. One of the dances serves as a foil 
for Giovanni to lure Zerlina into an ajoining room. Zerlina's 
screams are heard and Don Giovanni enters dragging Leporello who, 

he says, is the culprit. The three masked guests reveal their 
identity and denounce Giovanni who is forced to fight his way out. 





ACT rr, Scene I - The square in Seville outside Elvira’s baicony. 

Don Giovanni and Lepore7ilo exchange cloaks so that Giovanni may 
serenade the chamber maid of Donna Elvira as a man of her station. 
Masetto and his friends come to punish Giovanni but do not recognize 
him in his disguise as Leporello. Giovanni sends the villagers away 
and gives Masetto a thorough beating, leaving him lying in the street 
where Zerlina finds him and, after promising special consolation, 
gets him to make the painful effort to go home with her. 


ACT II, Scene II - Outside Donna Anna's Palace. why 
Elvira arrives with the disguised Leporello. Donna Anna, Don Ottavio, 
Masetto and Zerlina appear and threaten Leporello as Don Giovanni, 
until he is forced to identify himself, and barely manages to escape. 


ACT XI, Scene III - The Graveyard late that night. 

Don Giovanni is at the statue of the Commendatore. Heedless of its 
warning the Don recklessly invites it to dinner. The statue accepts. 
Donna Anna and Don Ottavio come to place flowers at its feet. Ottavis 
entreats Anna to marry him. She assures him of her love, but begs 
for time. 


AC? II, Scene IV - The Banquet Room of Don Giovanni's castle. 

Elvira bursts in and pleads vainly for the Don to reform. A sinister 
knocking is heard. The statue appears. It urges Giovanni to repent. 
When the Don refuses, the statue consigns him to Hell and eternal 
damnation. The opera closes with the appearance of the other 
characters who point out that "Wicked men shall be condemned". 








NEXT OPERA EVENT: bv 
Opera excerpts, May 17, 19, 23, 24, 26, 27, 1978: 8:00 p.m. 
MacMillan Theatre. | 

Staged, costumed, special lighting, piano accompaniment. 
Unreserved tickets available from the Box Office from 5 p.m, 
the evening of each performance. $1, 


NEXT EVENTS: 


Sunday Scholarship Series, Quintet for piano, oboe, clarinet, 
bassoon and horn, op. 16 (Beethoven); Septet op. 20 (Beethoven), 
March 5, 1978.3:00 p.m. Walter Hall. : 

Faculty of Music, Jazz Ensemble, March 12, 1978, 3:00 p.m. Walter 
Hall. 
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